
Help Us Identify Legislative Priorities
* Required

The PFT believes in a public education agenda that addresses
the deep seated racial and socioeconomic inequity that has
disproportionately affected Philadelphia's schools. We're asking
PFT members to help us define this agenda by taking this survey
about the issues facing our city's educators and schoolchildren.

Please complete this survey by January 24, 2019

Online version: tinyurl.com/PFTPriorities. 
Please complete the online version OR the print version, NOT both.

1. FIRST name *

2. LAST name *

3. PERSONAL e-mail address (not philasd
address) *

4. Your School/Work Location *

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://tinyurl.com/PFTPriorities&sa=D&ust=1546884310241000&usg=AFQjCNHzUIIWuHD86lQ3jkIKQIVuALTEVw


General Feedback: Tell us how you feel about the following
issues that impact the work of educators.

These topics may or may not have legislative solutions, but will
help us shape our overall vision for public education in
Philadelphia, and will be part of future conversations between
members and lawmakers.

Please be sure to complete the "Legislative Action Items" portion of this survey, too!

Using a sliding scale, identify the significance of the following
issues to you:

5. Lowering class size *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

6. Increasing support personnel in schools *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

7. Increasing funding for and access to the arts in schools *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

8. Increasing funding for and access for CTE programs in schools *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

9. Decreasing paperwork mandates *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant



10. Improving access to services for students with special needs *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

11. Improving access to services for English Language Learners *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

12. Increasing the number of counselors to lower the student to counselor ratio *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

13. Increasing the number of nurses to lower the student to nurse ratio *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

14. Increasing the number of African American teachers and educators of color in our schools *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

15. Increasing access to social services through in school programs/resources *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

16. Expanding Community School model to additional schools *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant



17. Redeveloping/modifying curriculum mandates *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

18. Increasing access to technology *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

19. Addressing school discipline policies and procedures *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

20. Addressing school facilities issues, including environmental hazards *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

Legislative Action Items

How significant are the following legislative issues to you?

21. School facilities investments: Funding PLANCON, a program designed to fund school
facilities improvements. Despite an estimated $5B needed in repairs for Philadelphia schools,
the state program that could help subsidize this work is funded at 0%. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

22. Increasing taxes on the wealthy and large corporations (Penn Budget and Policy Center
estimates $2 BILLION in annual revenue from a Fair Share Tax plan). *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant



23. Modifying or eliminating Philadelphia's 10 year tax abatement on new construction (Good
Jobs First estimates that Philadelphia loses $61M annually in abatement revenue). *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

24. Fixing a broken statewide teacher evaluation system that relies on test score data, flawed
metrics, and perpetuates a false narrative of "failing" educators and students. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

25. Reforming charter school laws, making modifications to the oversight mechanisms and
eliminating the funding inequities that exist between funding public school and charter
schools. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

26. Prohibiting the expansion of vouchers and similar programs which, under the false narrative
of "choice," siphon money from traditional public schools and often serve as a tax break for
the wealthy. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

27. Restoring the charter school line item reimbursement (eliminated by former Governor Tom
Corbett) which in its last year of implementation directed $110M to Philadelphia schools alone
[Research for Action Report]. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

Not signficant Extremely signficant

We welcome your additional feedback and suggestions for
additional issues of importance to you, so that we may broaden
our discussions with legislators and the community.
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28. Additional comments, including further issues of top priority and suggestions
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